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MIDS JTRS Receives NSA Certification

SAN DIEGO - The Joint Program Executive Office for the Joint Tactical Radio System (JPEO
JTRS) announced today that the Multifunctional Information Distribution System Joint Tactical
Radio System (MIDS JTRS) has received National Security Agency (NSA) Certification to
provide secure distribution of situational awareness and command and control information
among airborne warfighters. The NSA Certification was granted March 9, 2010 by Mr. Richard
C. Schaeffer, Jr., Director, NSA Information Assurance Directorate (IAD). This is the first JTRS
product to be certified at this level of security by the NSA.

“Formal NSA Certification is a monumental accomplishment for the MIDS JTRS Program and
the JTRS Enterprise. This is another first for MIDS JTRS as the program continues to blaze new
trails and pave the way for other JTRS products to be successful and meet warfighter
requirements. The MIDS Program Office has been working extremely close with NSA for over
six years to bring this leading edge, next generation technology to the warfighter at the right
time. | want to thank NSA, the MIDS JTRS vendors, and all the government personnel for their
outstanding work. This is huge for the MIDS JTRS Program,” stated CAPT Scott Krambeck,
USN, MIDS Program Manager.

The NSA Certification confirms that the MIDS JTRS terminal has met the highest standards in
ensuring the confidentiality and integrity of the data and the availability of the system. NSA
Certification is a critical milestone in support of the Initial Operational Capability (I0C) for MIDS
JTRS on the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet. A successful NSA Technical Review Board (TRB) was
conducted on MIDS JTRS in December 2009 which was the precursor to this NSA
announcement.

The MIDS JTRS terminal is the first in a series of networking systems that will provide a single
chassis, multiple channel capability to the warfighter, significantly reducing the number of
different and unique radios in the operational environment. Use of JTRS radios also means a
very real reduction of the upkeep and spare parts necessary to support our forward deployed
forces.

HiH
About JPEO JTRS

The Joint Tactical Radio System, headquartered in San Diego, Calif., was initiated in early 1997
to improve and consolidate the Services’ pursuit of separate solutions to replace existing legacy
radios in the Department of Defense inventory. The JTRS program has evolved from separate
radio replacement programs to an integrated effort to network multiple weapon system platforms
and forward combat units where it matters most - the last tactical mile. JTRS will link the power
of the Global Information Grid to the warfighter in applying fire effects and achieving overall
battlefield superiority.



JTRS is developing an open architecture of cutting edge radio waveform technology that allows
multiple radio types (e.g., handheld, aircraft, maritime) to communicate with each other. The
goal is to produce a family of interoperable, modular software-defined radios which operate as
nodes in a network to ensure secure wireless communication and networking services for
mobile and fixed forces. These goals extend to U.S. allies, coalition partners and disaster
response personnel. For more information, please visit http://jpeojtrs.mil/.



